Getting Your Home Ready to Sell

Here at Sparks Realty & Investments Inc. we want to do everything we can to sell your home. We have compiled this list of helpful tips to get your house ready for sale.  Whether you hire a handy man or do it yourself, these tips can help to sell your house quickly at the highest price available.   Take a little time to read over this list and see if your house needs a little work before prospective buyers come to view it.   If you would like someone to help you, don't hesitate to contact us.
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First Impressions... The Exterior of Your House
    Did you know that a first impression can actually make or break the sale?  It’s important to make sure that the first impression is a good one.   Following are some helpful pointers to give the exterior of your property “curb appeal”. 

· Make sure that the sidewalk and front walkway is swept and free of weeds.   Repair any broken or cracked areas of the walkway.   Remove any debris and make sure that there are no obstacles blocking the view of your house, for example; trash cans, RV’s, trailers, large objects. 

· Cut the grass and trim the shrubs.   Flowers can really make your home look cheery.   If you don't have flowerbeds then place a few potted flowers out front.   In the fall, rake the yard free of leaves.   Hoses should be coiled up and out of the way. 

· A freshly painted white fence can really freshen up the entire landscape.   Don't forget to check the gate.   It should easily open and close, and hang properly on its hinges. 

· Make sure that your mailbox is in good repair.   A quick painting can really improve the look.   Street numbers should be added to make your house easy to locate. 

· Fresh paint jobs on the house is ideal, but if you don’t want to spend the extra money make sure that the exterior is clean and free of dirt.  You might consider a fresh coat of paint on the trim and shutters. 

· If you have a porch, make sure the corners are swept free of cobwebs.  Sweep the flooring and clean out any light fixtures. 

· Clean the windows to make them shine on the inside and out.   Check your screens and make sure that they are clean and in good repair. 

· The doorway should be freshly painted or at least cleaned.   Make sure that the doorbell works.   Clean out the light fixtures and replace any bulbs that may be out. 

· Check your gutters and downspouts.   You might consider replacing any that are in disrepair, especially those in the front of the house or other highly visible areas. 

· The roof can be one of the most important aspects of the exterior.   Replace any broken or missing shingles.   Remove leaves and branches from top and paint the trim.  If the roof is old and needs to be replaced, consider having the work done before showing the property. 

· Don't forget about the driveway and garage.   Both should be well swept and free of clutter.   Hang any items that you can on the wall.   Other items should be on shelves.   You might want to have a garage sale to clear out excess items.   
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 Inside Your House
    
Now that you've taken care of the outside of the house, its time to start working on the inside.   There are a lot of little things that can be done to improve the inside.   Most are relatively inexpensive and can be done on a couple of weekends.   Your goal is to create an atmosphere that suggests a clean, bright, spacious home.   Eliminating clutter can really show your home at its best.   Follow these simple points to success. 
Living Room
   
Have the carpets professionally cleaned (this applies to the entire house).   If you have hardwood floors, you might want to give them a fresh coat of polyurethane.   You might consider a fresh coat of paint on the walls.   It can improve the look and give the room a smell of newness.   Choose colors that are neutral and light.   Clean the windows and drapes.  Arrange furniture to create clear pathways.   If you have a fireplace make sure that it is well swept.   Clean any light fixtures and replace any broken outlet covers.   Any plaster cracks should be repaired.   Flowers and plants can enhance the appearance of the room. 
The Kitchen
   
The entire kitchen should look clean and fresh.  To give your kitchen a "new" look, you might want to give it a fresh paint job.   Clean out the cabinets and organize them to show off your space.   Check your cabinet doors.   If they're painted, you might want to give them a fresh coat of paint or maybe some new knobs.  Make sure that all appliances are clean and in working order.   Clear off all small kitchen appliances and items off counter tops except a few decorative items.  You want potential Buyer’s to be able to picture the kitchen as theirs.   Replace the burner reflectors / drip trays.   These cost very little money and really make the oven sparkle.  If you have advanced notice of a prospective buyer's visit, you might want to do a quick walk thru and buff any stainless steel fixtures with a dry cloth.  This will make your sinks shine.
Bathroom
   
Make sure that the entire bathroom is sparkling, clean and well lit. Again clear items off counter tops except a few decorative items.   Missing or cracked tiles should be replaced.   Dripping faucets should be fixed.   Keep personal items out of sight.   Fresh flowers can add a sweet smell to the air. 
Bedrooms
   
The bedrooms should be clean and bright.   Beds should always be made.  Clean the windows and open the drapes.   Remove any excess clutter.   Personal items should be out of site.   Large closets can be a big plus in a bedroom.   Make sure that you organize yours to increase the perception of space.   Once again, look at your walls and see if a paint job might improve the appearance. 
Other Rooms
   
All carpets in the house should be professionally cleaned.   Check your heating and cooling vents for dust and dirt.   If you can't get them clean with a light dusting, then remove them and take them outside for a thorough scrub down.   Check corners at the ceiling and floorboards for dust.   Make sure that there are no signs of pest infestation anywhere in the house.   If pests are a problem call in an exterminator to take care of the problem before showing your house.  Replace any broken outlet covers and clean out light fixtures.   Get someone you know to come in as a "Buyer" and let them tell you their perceptions.   They will be able to notice things that you've missed. 
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The Extras
    
There are a few extras that you can do to make your house appeal to the prospective buyer.   Most cost very little and some may even sound a little silly, but they have proven to be effective selling tools.

· Let the Sunshine in...  Dark houses can be oppressive and are not inviting.   Do everything that you can to ensure a bright sunny environment.   Make sure that your house is well lit.   Windows should be clean.  Curtains and shades should be open to allow for the most sunlight.   Replace any light bulbs that are out or at an inadequate wattage.   If its cold out and you have a fireplace, a fire can really make your house cozy.   Try to keep the colors of your rooms light and neutral. 

· The Scents of a Successful Sale. An unpleasant odor can really leave a bad impression.   Fill your house with pleasant aromas.   It might seem a little silly, but a pan of vanilla or cinnamon and water placed in a warm oven can create the homey illusion of baking cookies.   For a smelly garbage disposal, try grinding up some lemon peels.   In the bathroom, clean thoroughly with bleach or lemon scented products.   Potpourri placed about the house to fill the house with light scents.   Make sure that nothing is too over-powering.   If you smoke, you might consider refraining from smoking indoors and giving the entire house a fresh coat of paint or have it professionally deodorized.   If you have a litter box in the house, you may want to take it and the cat outside for the day. 

· Fill Your Home With Pleasant Sounds. Light classical or instrumental music at a low volume can create an enjoyable atmosphere and help to drown out any sounds from the street.   Avoid any disturbing sounds like dishwashers or lawn mowers.   Children and pets are adorable, but remember that they can be a distraction from your house to some Buyer’s.   Don't undervalue the sounds of peace and quiet. 

· Fresh flowers placed around the house can be a lovely touch.   

· When an Agent shows up with a Buyer to show your home make sure to give them a warm, friendly welcome greeting when you answer the door.  This goes a long way towards the ambiance or “feel” of the home.
· Let them see the home not you! Prospective buyers do not want to be a bother.   Try to be away from the home when the property is shown.   If you are home when the salesperson comes to show, please allow the agent to take the potential buyer through your home.  Graciously retire to the back yard or to another part of the house.  If the prospect feels watched or intrusive, he will [image: image4.jpg]Kids and pets are adorable,
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hurry through.   If you cannot leave the home put The Buyer at ease by letting them know you will do the best you can to not be in their way.

    The most important thing to remember is to let the agent do the selling.   The agent should be able to point out anything that needs to be repaired or replaced.  If your house is currently vacant, you should make arrangements to have someone mow the lawn and check over the house on a regular basis.


           Vendor List – Home Repair



Free Referrals

           
(888) 733-3739   - www.ContractorOnline.com

Contractors License Board      
(800) 321-2752

Roofing Information

roofinfo.com

Computer Repair


Jerry Marsillo  714-379-9511 www.thejer.com
Handyman

Tom Ward-Handyman

(949) 293-4601






Plumbing
Earl’s Plumbing


(949) 364-0401

Empire Plumbing & a/c

(949) 551-0727

A-1 Plumbing,heating,a/c
(949) 493-0330

Aames Plumbing & Heating
(714) 530-2440
http://www.a-ames.com/





Hauling & Trash Pick up
Trashbusters


(888) 22-TRASH

Dick’s Hauling


(714) 540-3798

Bruce Walls, Sr.
              
(949) 492-4398 / cell- (949) 842-3119






General Contractors
George Benham – Architect
(714) 572-2384





Fence Repair/Build

Guitierrez Fence


(714) 957-6014

Housekeeping

European Touch-up

(949) 581-2131 – Marta or Margaret

Teresa Odum


(949) 455-6971

Maid Brigade


(949) 788-0878

Ximenas Housekeeping

(714) 991-9437 / (714) 632-7271






Painting Contractors

Cal-West Painting


(714) 839-1100, cell (714) 350-9622 (714) 806-0767

Qualified Painting


(714) 846-6605

A-1 Custom Painting

(949) 770-9929/ (949) 683-1459

Carpet and Flooring Contractors

Calypso Carpet Cleaning
(714) 999-9494

Drakes Carpet/Flooring

(714) 842-5114

Tile Repair –Fixgrout.com
(714) 254-8178

Joe Roknich-Flooring

(949) 584-3375 – v/m (949) 248-1820

Marathon Carpets 

(714) 547-1859

Nate Sunshine 


(714) 305-5968

Carpets only


(800) 588-2300

Beach Hardwood


(949) 498-3939

Carpet Cleaning

Mobile Carpet Cleaning

(714) 651-3342

Coit




(800) 367-2648

Gene’s Floors & More

(714) 402-8903

Zerorez-Jeff Christiansen
(1-866) zerorez – (949) 387-4090

Locksmith

AAA Lock and Safe

(714) 895-6257 – Tom Hibbison





Gardener
Arambula Gardening

(949) 857-8109

Jose Chavez


(714) 309-1618

Kurt Nielsen


(714) 970-1660 (custom – high end)

Chongs Gardening Service
(949) 559-5340






Tree Trimmers

I Cut And Trim


(714) 556-9213






Landscapers

Snyder & Associates

(714) 997-2709






Window Cleaning
Squeegee Pro


(949) 250-1340

A CLEAR VIEW


(949) 489-7689 – Christian Dorn 

Olympique



(949) 455-0796






Mobile Screen Repairs

Mobile Screen Service

(949) 727-3367 (949) 

Electrician
Roberts Electric


(714) 544-3322 – Heating, a/c etc.

Mike Skoviach


(714) 797-9962-Very Reasonable

Estate Sale Companies

American Trust Estate Sales
(949) 300-9340







Bathtub Refinishing
Amicay



(714) 490-7721





Window Treatment Companies

BlindPro-David Reed

(714) 680-4300- (562) 696-7696

Moving

Nelson Moving Co.

(949) 582-0380

Daly Movers



(800) 395-6683 / (949) 472-0904

Piano Movers


(949) 533-2225

Nationwide Express

(888) 766-8466

United Van Lines


(800) 688-0014

Golden State Moving & Strg.
(800) 421-0761

Allied




(800) 327-4452

Hidden Valley Moving & Stg
(866) 305-6683

Pets

Pet Techs



(949) 888-2627

Exterminators

Newport Exterminators

(949) 261-0700

Quality Care Exterminators
(949) 348-8006

Atomic Exterminators

(323) 887-7434

RK Exterminators (Wdbrdg)
(949) 898-5117

Termicon



(714) 708-5150

Roadrunner Exterminators
(949) 645-3316





      
Property Inspectors

Steve Compton-Insp.Sth WB
(949) 786-1800

American Home Inspections
(949) 552-7342






Heating/Air Conditioning

Paul Voorhees


(714) 529-6984

Geological Inspections

Geological Inspections 

– Rick Munson


(949) 492-3200

GeoDynamics 

- Harry Audell       


(949) 493-1352   www.geodynamicsinc.com
USA ENVIRONMENTAL -

(949) 955-2844  - MOLD TESTING,environmental site





           Assessments, demolition, asbestos testing,lead testing





           Planning & project manager http://www.usaenvironmental.com/
Guaranteed Property Insp.
(949) 724-1474 http://www.gpinspect.com/









Roofing

Roofing – Van Dijk & Assoc. – 
(949) 586-3828

Target Construction – 
        
(714) 557-4115 – also installs smoke detectors


Kevin McCann Roofing-
        
(714) 897-1780

Lacroix Roofing (free est.)   
(714) 966-2691

Matt Walker



(714) 321-6189









Epoxy
Atlas Footing & Repair

(619) 447-7768






Garage Door System
Entry Systems Inc.

(949) 496-5397

Air Conditioning – Furnace Repair
Service Champions

(949) 777-7777
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